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“CHILDREN OF GOD, COMPETE WELL FOR THE FAITH”
Dearest Brothers and Sisters,
“But you, man of God, pursue righteousness, devotion, faith,
love, patience, and gentleness. Compete well for the faith. Lay
hold of eternal life, to which you were called when you made
the noble confession in the presence of many witnesses.” 1
Tim. 6:11ff
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE REFLECTION: Today's readings
point to a future in which we freely choose life in the Lord. The
prophet Amos speaks against the idolatry and transgressions of
the people in Israel and announces
that their future will be one in exile.
In the parable of Lazarus and the rich
man, Jesus presents the Pharisees
with an important choice: Care for
the helpless around them in the
present, or end up in a place of
darkness and loneliness in the future.
In the second reading, Saint Paul
writes that a future in eternal life only
comes from following the Lord's commandments in the
present, as we anticipate the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
“THE MYSTERY OF THE EUCHARIST IN THE LIFE
OF THE CHURCH”
(The document The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the
Church was developed by the Committee on Doctrine of the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). It was
approved by the full body of the USCCB at its November 2021
General Meeting and has been authorized for publication.)
II. OUR RESPONSE
C) Conversion: 44. Christ began his public ministry by calling
people to repentance and conversion: Repent, and believe in the
gospel (Mk 1:15; cf. Mt 4:17). It is thus fitting that, at the
beginning of every Mass, we are invited to acknowledge our
sins in order to prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred
mysteries. We confess that we have sinned, and we implore the
Lord’s mercy. This is necessary since we are all sinners and

sometimes fail to live up to our vocation as disciples of Jesus
and to the promises of our Baptism. We need continually to
heed Christ’s call to conversion. We trust in his mercy, the
mercy that we behold in his body broken for us and his blood
poured out for us for the forgiveness of our sins. We are to
approach the Lord with humble and contrite hearts and to say
with sincerity: “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter
under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be
healed.”
45. While all our failures to do what is right damage our
communion with God and with each other, they fall into
different
categories,
reflecting
different degrees of severity. This
brings us to the distinction between
venial and mortal sins. Venial sins are
those sins and everyday faults that,
although they reflect a degree of
selfishness, do not break the covenant
with God. They do not deprive the
sinner of friendship with God or of
sanctifying grace. Venial sins are not to
be taken lightly, but they do not destroy communion because
they do not destroy the principle of divine life in us. Indeed,
reception of the Eucharist strengthens our charity and wipes
away venial sins, while also helping us to avoid more serious
sins. Pope Francis brought attention to this medicinal character
of the Eucharist when he pointed out that it “is not a prize for
the perfect but a powerful medicine and nourishment for the
weak.” He also warns us against the Pelagian error of forgetting
our constant need for grace and thinking that living a holy life
depends on our own force of will.
46. There are some sins, however, that do rupture the
communion we share with God and the Church, and that cause
grave offense to human dignity. These are referred to as grave,
or mortal, sins (see 1 Jn 5:16-17). One commits a mortal sin by
freely, knowingly, and willingly choosing to do something that
involves grave matter and that is opposed to charity, opposed
to love of God and neighbor.

(continued on page 2)

In the hope of heaven, St. John the Apostle is a family focused parish where
disciples seek union with Christ and his Church by knowing God’s love
through sacraments, prayer, faith education, fellowship and service.

Pastor's Weekly Reflection - continued
47. One is not to celebrate Mass or receive Holy Communion
in the state of mortal sin without having sought the Sacrament
of Reconciliation and received absolution. As the Church has
consistently taught, a person who receives Holy Communion
while in a state of mortal sin not only does not receive the grace
that the sacrament conveys; he or she commits the sin of
sacrilege by failing to show the reverence due to the sacred
Body and Blood of Christ. St. Paul warns us that whoever eats
the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily will have to
answer for the body and blood of the Lord. A person should
examine himself, and so eat the bread and drink the cup. For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body, eats
and drinks judgment on himself (I Cor 11:27-29). To receive the
Body and Blood of Christ while in a state of mortal sin
represents a contradiction. The person who, by his or her own
action, has broken communion with Christ and his Church but
receives the Blessed Sacrament, acts incoherently, both
claiming and rejecting communion at the same time. It is thus
a counter sign, a lie—it expresses a communion that in fact has
been broken. (To be Continued).

It is a day to reflect upon and affirm the role of the priesthood
in the life of the Church as a central one. This nationwide event
is coordinated and sponsored by the US Council of Serra
International. Priesthood Sunday specifically honors priests,
without whom the Mass could not be offered and Sacraments
could not be celebrated.
I give thanks to God for each one of you for your witness to faith
and devotion to God especially in your worship and
participation at the Holy Mass. I want to express my sincere
gratitude to each one of you for the prayers, patience, love,
understanding, support and great care that you show toward me
as your priest and much more as a member of your family here
at St. John the Apostle. I am committed to serve God through
my service to each one of you so we all grow in holiness and
love. May God bless you and your loved ones always.

Many blessings,

PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY: The last Sunday in September is
celebrated as a Priesthood Sunday. Priesthood Sunday is a Rev. Maxy D’Costa
special day set aside to honor priesthood in the United States. Pastor
Bible Study

Fr. Maxy and the Bible study
committee are looking for someone
to volunteer for the lead committee
position. We’ve had an incredible 26
years of continuous studies offered
to the parish and are hopeful to
continue to do so. This person would work with a team
of 3 to 4 fellow parishioners to choose studies, organize
study groups, delegate to willing volunteers, and
interface between the committee and our pastor.
Do you love Scripture and have a calling to spread
God’s Word? Do you have good organizational and
people management skills? Please pray to discern if this
leadership role is right for you. The Bible study
committee and Fr. Maxy are praying for you!
Please contact the parish office if you are interested in
this opportunity. Thank you.

Save The Date
Saturday, October 22nd
6:30pm (following 5:00pm Mass)
St. John the Apostle Parish Center

417 Washington St. Oregon City, OR † 503-742-8200 † www.sja-catholicchurch.com
Daily Mass Time: Monday - Friday 8:00am
Sunday Mass Times: Sat. 5:00pm | Sun. 8:30am, 10:30am, 1:30pm (Spanish)
Confessions: Saturday 3:30-4:30pm or by appointment
For Prayer Requests: email sjachurch.prayerchain@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER: For the abolition of the death penalty
We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human person, may be legally
abolished in every country.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
All are invited to the Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament on Fridays 8:30am to 4:00pm and
second Mondays from 8:30am to 8:00pm.

Church Open During The Week
The church is open Monday - Friday after
8:00am Mass to 4:00pm (Saturday - 8:00am 3:00pm) for personal prayer and reflection.
Bring your family and come spend some time

Prison Ministry We welcome people who wish to help the prison ministry to join us on Wednesday, October 19
at 6:30pm for a meeting in the parish office area Room 103. While not all people are able to visit the imprisoned,
all of us can pray for the incarerated and their families. Also we can collect paperback religious items for
distribution in CC jail and Coffee Creek women's prison. If you are interested in helping this ministry, please
come to the meeting or contact Kathy Jackson at 503-575-8778.

Church Roof Success!! Many Thanks!!

OUR NEW CHURCH ROOF LOOKS GREAT!! It gives me great joy to let you know that the work of replacing the church
roof and the repair work of the church gutters is completed with the exception of a few observations that our facilities committee
and J2 Consultants spotted and are making sure will be done soon by the contractors. Many of you have expressed your delight
as the roof replacement work. It is each one of you who made this possible through your prayers and your generous contributions
toward this roof project and I express my deep gratitude to you. Our parish facilities committee members have spent several
months studying the situation of our church roof, the quality of the new roof as well as working with the contractors and
consultants for this huge work. They did an exceptional job from the start to the finish and I am very grateful to each one of them.
As a sign of our gratitude to the whole parish, we will offer the weekend Holy Masses as thanksgiving to God for the whole
parish and for each of your intentions. May God bless you and delight in your love.
Rev. Maxy D’Costa, Pastor

Parish & School Staff
Pastor:
Fr. Maxy D’Costa | 503-742-8200
pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com
Deacon: Rev. Mr. José Gutiérrez
| 503-803-0329 | jg.dynamis@gmail.com
Business Manager: 503-742-8203
business_mgr@sja-catholicchurch.com
Pastoral Associate:
Ryan Mainard | 503-742-8228
r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com
Parish Office: office@sja-catholicchurch.com
Administrative Assistant & Bulletin Editor
Corinne Welters | 503-742-8210
Facilities Manager:
Juvenal Jaimes | 503-742-8202
j.juvenal@sja-catholicchurch.com
Spanish Ministry Assistant:
Refugio Luna | 503-742-8221 |
b.lopez-lopez@sja-catholicchurch.com
Youth Ministry:
Maria Holmes | 503-742-8201
m.holmes@sja-catholicchurch.com
Sunday Child Care: Mary Carroll |
503-757-6675 | mfcarroll23@gmail.com
Website Editor: Felix Barba
f.barba@sja-catholicchurch.com
Admin Council Chair: Barry Brenneke
503-819-7179 | barry_tbb@yahoo.com

Pastoral Council Chair: Tom Fiello
503-209-6644 | tommfiello@gmail.com
School Principal: Mary Haluska
mary.haluska@sja-eagles.com
School Secretary: Lesley Thenell
503-742-8232 |
SJA Cemetery: Gary Avery | 503-655-7148

Calendar and Mass Intentions
Sat, Sept 24
1:00pm Higgins Wedding
3:30-4:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Anticipated Holy Mass Thanksgiving for Parishioners

Thurs, Sept 29
8:00am Holy Mass (School) - Marilyn &
Bill Justice †
6:00pm HS Faith Formation Parent Mtg, PC
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (10:30 Choir)

Sun, Sept 25 Twenty-Sixth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00am K of C Corporate Rosary & Mass
8:30am Holy Mass - All Parishioners
10:15am Little Lambs Catechesis and
Childcare, Pre-school Rm
10:30am Holy Mass Thanksgiving for Parishioners
11:30am Confessions (English)
1:15pm Confessions (Spanish)
1:30pm Holy Mass (Spanish) Thanksgiving for Parishioners

Fri, Sept 30
8:00am Holy Mass - David Tyson †
8:45am-4:00pm Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

Mon, Sept 26
8:00am Holy Mass - Marie Hong Tran †
Tues, Sept 27
5:00am Exodus Men’s Group, YR
8:00am Holy Mass - Hank Reeves †
6:30pm RCIA, YR
Wed, Sept 28
8:00am Holy Mass - Bob Knox &
Berry Hill Residents INT
4:00pm Choir Rehearsal (8:30 Mass)
6:00pm Altar Server Training, Church
6:00pm Catholic Deaf Young Adults, Rm 101
6:30pm SEARCH, PC

Sat, Oct 1
3:30-4:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Anticipated Holy Mass Albert Lou †
Sun, Oct 2 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:30am Holy Mass - All Parishioners
10:15am Little Lambs Catechesis and
Childcare, Pre-school Rm
10:30am Holy Mass - Innocent Enemuo †
11:30am Confessions (English)
11:45am Family of Faith Parent Mtg, PC
1:15pm Confessions (Spanish)
1:30pm Holy Mass (Spanish) Trecca Burke INT

Sacraments and Services
About Baptism Formation: To begin the process, contact Ryan
Mainard, Pastoral Associate: Phone 503-742-8228
Email: r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com. Office needs completed
paperwork 3 weeks before the baptism.
Marriage: Couples that plan to get married, please contact our Parish
Priest for Marriage Formation Classes 9 months prior to the desired
wedding date. (pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com)
Funeral Mass / Service: Please first contact Rev. Maxy D'Costa at
503-742-8200 to plan a funeral service at St. John the Apostle for your
loved one at your earliest convenience. If you would like your loved
one buried in the St. John the Apostle cemetery, please contact Gary
Avery at 503-655-7148 to make those arrangements
Family Member that has moved to assisted living/care facility/
hospice: If you have a family member that has moved to a care
facility, please inform the parish office so we can arrange for pastoral
care and we will note the address in our records.
Assisted Hearing System: We have an assisted listening system to
help facilitate better hearing for all of our members. Contact the office.

FORMED! Connect Now

Online Faith Formation Content

Visit sja-catholicchurch.formed.org to register.

Bulletin Announcements
Bulletin Announcements due on the Friday, nine days before the
Bulletin publication date. bulletin@sja-catholicchurch.com

This week's featured advertiser is:

Wichita Feed & Hardware
Please support businesses that make this bulletin possible.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry
The St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank continues to provide
support to those less fortunate. Our needs for the week
include Cereal. Thank you!!

Weekly Offertory
Week of August 28th
Week of September 4th
Week of September 11th
Week of September 18th

$ 7,863.78
$ 8,988.30
$ 19,039.20
$ 11,841.22

Priesthood Sunday
Today is the day to pray for that special priest in your life, whether
he is still on this earth or with God in eternity. He will certainly
benefit in his vocation from your prayers. from the Vocations
Committee
Do not wait until a priest retires or is transferred to celebrate their
service.
Like Father’s Day, let Priesthood Sunday be the one day a year
when we make it a point to make priests feel truly appreciated and special.
The men who answer the call to priesthood are special indeed, and they are working harder than ever
before.
Faith Formation

HOW to participate or get more information:
Contact Ryan Mainard, r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com,
503-742-8228
WHEN: 6:30-7:45PM

September 14, 21, 28, October 5, 12, 19, 26
WHERE: Parish Center
“Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children.
They bear witness to this responsibility first by creating a home where
tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested service are
the rule. The home is well suited for education in the virtues.”
Sacramental Preparation
Do you have questions about preparing for Sacraments here at St. John the Apostle?
For Baptism, First Communion/Reconciliation, Confirmation, and Holy Matrimony, our process begins with filling
out our Sacramental Inquiry Form. Fr. Maxy will contact you for next steps. You can find the link to the form here:
www.sja-catholicchurch.com/sacraments
Jr High and High School Faith Formation - Two new programs are beginning at SJA starting this October.
Jr High Faith Formation is for teens in middle school (7th and 8th grade). We will meet on Wednesday nights 6:30-8pm.
We'll have fun, eat snacks, learn more about our awesome Catholic faith and we'll even get to spend a few minutes with
Jesus in adoration!
High School Faith Formation is for teens not registered for Confirmation this year (this
includes returning teens who were recently Confirmed). We will meet Wednesday nights
6:30-8pm. As always, we'll have food, fun and adoration time with Jesus.
To register go to: www.sja-catholicchurch.com/teens (and click the button for your program).

FUNERALS. CREMATIONS AND
MEMORIAL GATHERINGS

503-656-4285

david.bone@hillsidechapelfh.com
DAVID BONE - Funeral Director / Owner
503-656-4644 fax • www.hillsidechapelfh.com
1306 SEVENTH ST. • OREGON CITY, OR 97045

CCB#2510

Hillside Chapel
Since 1895

503-227-2641
www.detemple.com
PLUMBING - HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING - BOILERS

Holman-HankinsBowker & Waud
Helping Families
Connect, Honor & Remember

Catholic Family Owned

656-2661

www.waudsfuneralservice.com
715 7th St. Oregon City

Barbie Lyons
4160 SE International Way
Ste. D207
Milwaukie, OR
Lyonsnwinsurance.com

Owner
Call: 503-616-8983
Office: 503-303-9539
Barbie.Lyons@Lyonsnwinsurance.com

Traeger BBQ’s
Hardware and Feed

Assisted Living and Memory Care
• Non-denominational bible study weekly
• Catholic Communion offered weekly
• Nurse on site everyday
• Nurse Practitioner on site
• Private Pay and Medicaid State Assistance

6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.

503-775-6767

www.wichitafeedandhardware.com

Full Service Law Firm

Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills w Trusts w Estates
Business w Real Estate
Landlords’ Rights

503-655-3337
1153 Molalla Ave. • Oregon City, OR

(503) 255-8795

contact@warrenallen.com
John J. O’Hara - Retired

• Roofing Repairs • Tile • Custom Roofing • Metal Roof
• Gutters & Down Spouts • Replacement of Composition Roof & Shakes
FREE REPLACEMENT ESTIMATES
CCB@164929

503-557-8989
nailitroofing.com

Perfect &
Peaceful
11147
SE 21st Avenue
2236
SE Washington
St. Ste. A
Milwaukie ~ 503-659-2522
www.suewalkerdentistry.com

Carlos García General Manager

503.975.8119

carlosgarcia1901@live.com
P.O. Box 90596
Portland, OR 97290

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

CCB# 182502

OUR HEALTH SERVICES
WE STRIVE TO OFFER
COMPREHENSIVE CARE FOR
YOUR HEALTH JOURNEY.

FAMILY MEDICINE, PEDIATRICS, INTERNAL MEDICINE,
PROCEDURES, & WOMENS HEALTH

21810 Willamette Dr., Ste. #200 • West Linn, OR
503-994-4353 • info@holyfamilyclinic.com

WHOLESALE:
16797 S.E. 130th Ave.,
Clackamas, OR
503-905-4500
RETAIL: 3380 S.E. Powell
503-233-4891

Stobaugh
Construction
Established since 1959

Parish Member Since 1967
ALL PHASES CONSTRUCTION

Cabinets, Remodels, Additions

Cell 503-310-0352

EVERETT
HALL

At the Hopkins
Demonstration Forest

415-200-9006

demonstrationforest.com

Ben & Ingrid Boozer, CCB# 202913

Celebrations of Life - Wedding
Receptions - Reunions
Retreats - Anniversaries - Birthdays

contact@vistatreeservice.biz

Event Facility

(503) 816-9655

John Boozer, ISA Certified Arborist, #SO-5914A

RED BARK INC.
Over 20 Years Experience
No Messy Piles!
• Blended Soil & Playground Chips • Fir • Hemlock
• Compost • Bark Nuggests • Mulch
We provide complete Clean-Up

FREE ESTIMATES • 503-722-5910 • redbarkinc.com

www.lisacsfireplaces.com

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

503-659-1759
503-659-1759
Paul Lisac
Lisac
Paul
Paul Lisac

9035 SE9035
32ndSE
Ave.
• Milwaukie,
OR
32nd
Ave.
Milwaukie,
OR 97222
9035 SE 32nd
Ave.
Milwaukie, OR 97222

(503) 655-5450
herbstflorist@yahoo.com
Herbst Hilltop Florist is a Premier
Florist on BloomNation.

			

NEBBIOLO

Contact Michelle Jacobs
to place an ad today!
mjacobs@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2215
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Restaurant & Wine Bar
Specials, Eat, Drink,
Visit & Book Now
800 Main St.
Oregon City, OR

503-344-6090
Open Tues. - Thurs. 4-6
Fri. & Sat. 4-10

St. John The Apostle, Oregon City, OR

A 4C 05-0486

