September 11, 2022

Twenty-fourth Sun
nday in Ordinary Time

GOD’S MERCY IS BEYOND HUMAN WISDOM

Dearest Brothers and Sisters,

“Beloved: I am grateful to him who has strengthened me,
Christ Jesus our Lord, because he considered me trustworthy
in appointing me to the ministry.” 1Timothy 1:12

the law. It pictured the lost son as those who had slipped away
from Jewish customs, as well as the Gentiles, who had never
known them. In Luke’s view, Jesus gears his entire ministry
toward winning back those who are lost. This was controversial
information for those who had never left, but the meaning of the
story is clear: God’s mercy is inclusive, powerful and beyond
human wisdom. In God’s view, the fatted calf dinner celebrates
not so much good works as a resurrection from death to new
life.

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE REFLECTION: God’s extravagant
mercy is today’s constant message. Even the second reading,
which in Ordinary Time is not chosen to harmonize with the
first and Gospel readings, focuses on how Christ’s unmerited
grace transformed Paul from a persecutor to an apostle.
“THE MYSTERY OF THE EUCHARIST IN THE LIFE
Today’s Gospel combines three parables that explore God’s
OF THE CHURCH”
abundant mercy. The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin
(The document The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the
show God’s mercy contradicting conventional human wisdom.
Church was developed by the Committee on Doctrine of the
Leaving ninety-nine sheep to find
United States Conference of
one who strayed is a bad business
Catholic Bishops (USCCB). It was
decision for a human shepherd,
approved by the full body of the
and the Woman’s party to
USCCB at its November 2021
celebrate the found coin might
General Meeting and has been
cost more than the coin. Both
authorized for publication.)
parables present God’s mercy as
II. OUR RESPONSE
hopelessly
foolish.
Why?
Because, as the parables explain
B) Transformation in Christ: 34.
in vivid narrative, God’s mercy is
The person who shares worthily in
greater than human wisdom.
the Eucharist is enabled more and
more
to live the new law of love
The parable of the lost son best
given
by Christ precisely because
elaborates Jesus’ saving ministry.
The younger son’s demands to receive his inheritance early Christ communicates himself in the sacrament of the altar. The
equates to telling his father to “drop dead.” His misuse of the foundation of our personal and moral transformation is the
funds on parties and prostitutes shows him in an even worse communion with himself that Christ establishes in Baptism and
light. It is, however, while suffering the consequences of his deepens in the Eucharist. In the celebration of the Mass, we are
decisions that the lost son sees the light and returns home. The shown what love truly is, and we receive grace that enables us
father, who parallels God, celebrates the return of the ingrate, to imitate the love that Christ shows us. St. John Paul II noted
much to the surprise of everyone in the story. Most surprised is that the moral life of the Christian flows from and is nourished
the holder, good son who has followed all of his father’s by “that inexhaustible source of holiness and glorification of
instructions. The story close when he indignantly confronts God” that is found in the sacraments, especially the Eucharist:
“by sharing in the sacrifice of the Cross, the Christian partakes
their father.
of Christ's self-giving love and is equipped and committed to
In its original setting, the parable represents as the good son live this same charity in all his thoughts and deeds.”
those Palestinian Jews, such as the Pharisees, who strictly kept

(continued on page 2)

In the hope of heaven, St. John the Apostle is a family focused parish where
disciples seek union with Christ and his Church by knowing God’s love
through sacraments, prayer, faith education, fellowship and service.

Pastor's Weekly Reflection - continued
35. The personal and moral transformation that is sustained by
the Eucharist reaches out to every sphere of human life. The
love of Christ can permeate all of our relationships: with our
families, our friends, and our neighbors. It can also reshape the
life of our society as a whole. Our relationship with Christ is not
restricted to the private sphere; it is not for ourselves alone. The
very solidarity or communion in Christ’s self-giving love that
makes the Church and makes us members of the Church orders
us beyond the visible community of faith to all human beings,
whom we are to love with that very same love that forms our
communion with the Lord. Otherwise, if we do not love all
human beings in this way, our communion with the Lord is
impaired or even contradicted. This love extends particularly
and “preferentially” to the poor and the most vulnerable. We all
need to be consistent in bringing the love of Christ not only to
our personal lives, but also to every dimension of our public
lives.

by upholding human life and dignity.
37. The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us that the
“Eucharist commits us to the poor. To receive in truth the Body
and Blood of Christ given up for us, we must recognize Christ
in the poorest, his brethren.” Preaching on Matthew 25, St. John
Chrysostom observed: “Do you wish to honor the body of
Christ? Do not ignore him when he is naked. Do not pay him
homage in the temple clad in silk only then to neglect him
outside where he suffers cold and nakedness. He who said:
‘This is my body’ is the same One who said: ‘You saw me
hungry and you gave me no food.” St. Teresa of Calcutta is an
outstanding example in more recent times of someone who
learned to recognize Christ in the poor. It was her deep faith in
the Eucharist and her reception of Holy Communion that
motivated her loving care of the poorest of the poor and
commitment to the sanctity of all human life. In beholding the
face of Christ in the Eucharist, she learned to recognize his face
in the poor and suffering. Mother Teresa is said to have
asserted: “We must pray to Jesus to give us that tenderness of
the Eucharist. Unless we believe and see Jesus in the
appearance of bread on the altar, we will not be able to see him
in the distressing disguise of the poor.”

36. It is the role of the laity in particular to transform social
relations in accord with the love of Christ, which is carried out
concretely in actions that work for the objective common good.
Lay people, “conscious of their call to holiness by virtue of their
baptismal vocation, have to act as leaven in the dough to build
up a temporal city in keeping with God’s project. [Consistency]
between faith and life in the political, economic, and social Many blessings,
realm[s] requires formation of conscience, which translates
into knowing the Church’s social doctrine.” Lay people who
exercise some form of public authority have a special
responsibility to form their consciences in accord with the Rev. Maxy D’Costa, Pastor
Church’s faith and the moral law, and to serve the human family

Ministry Heads: Ministry Commitment Weekend/Ministry Fair
As September approaches we are normally getting ready for the Ministry Fair/Ministry Commitment Weekend.
After re-evaluating how best to invite our parishioners to participate in the different ministries, a new approach
is in the process of being developed. Pastoral Council Members/ parish office will be contacting all ministry
coordinators to explain the process. So, please stay tuned……! Thank you!

Little Lambs (childcare care for ages 3 months - 3 years old
during the 10:30am Mass) in the PreSchool Classroom.
Watch for the signs to direct you.
Please contact Mary Carroll for more information about Little
Lambs.
Mfcarroll23@gmail.com or (503)757-6675
417 Washington St. Oregon City, OR † 503-742-8200 † www.sja-catholicchurch.com
Daily Mass Time: Monday - Friday 8:00am
Sunday Mass Times: Sat. 5:00pm | Sun. 8:30am, 10:30am, 1:30pm (Spanish)
Confessions: Saturday 3:30-4:30pm or by appointment
For Prayer Requests: email sjachurch.prayerchain@gmail.com

Prayer for the Synod on Synodality
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make
Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and
sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence
our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the
way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the
communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.
SEPTEMBER: For the abolition of
the death penalty
We pray that the death penalty, which
attacks the dignity of the human
person, may be legally abolished in every country.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
All are invited to the Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament on Fridays 8:30am to 4:00pm and
second Mondays from 8:30am to 8:00pm.

Church Open During The Week

SUNDAY HOSPITALITY:

The church is open Monday - Friday after
8:00am Mass to 4:00pm (Saturday - 8:00am 3:00pm) for personal prayer and reflection.
Bring your family and come spend some time with Jesus.

Welcome Cafe
Welcome Cafe currently provides a
meal to 12 - 16 people each month.
Welcome Cafe is not collecting any
clothes or toiletries at this time.

Many of us look forward to and
enjoy the hospitality with coffee
and doughnuts after the Holy
Mass. I would love to have coffee
and doughnuts, but to do it we
need volunteers. The commitment is minimal and our office
staff can train you on how to run it. If you are willing to
show up and help, we would really appreciate it. Please call
the parish office at 503-742-8202.

Knights Parish Breakfast - September 11th:
Please join us this weekend for the Parish Breakfast, hosted by
the Knights of Columbus, Sunday September 11th. We will be
serving breakfast after the 8:30am & 10:30am Masses. The
Knights will be serving Quiche and Buttermilk Pancakes. We
hope to see you there.

HOW to participate or get more

information: Contact Ryan Mainard,
r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com, 503-742-8228

WHEN: 6:30-7:45PM
September 14, 21, 28, October 5, 12, 19, 26

WHERE: Parish Center

Parish & School Staff
Pastor:
Fr. Maxy D’Costa | 503-742-8200
pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com
Deacon: Rev. Mr. José Gutiérrez
| 503-803-0329 | jg.dynamis@gmail.com
Business Manager: 503-742-8203
business_mgr@sja-catholicchurch.com
Pastoral Associate:
Ryan Mainard | 503-742-8228
r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com
Parish Office: office@sja-catholicchurch.com
Administrative Assistant & Bulletin Editor
Corinne Welters | 503-742-8210
Facilities Manager:
Juvenal Jaimes | 503-742-8202
j.juvenal@sja-catholicchurch.com
Spanish Ministry Assistant:
Refugio Luna | 503-742-8221 |
b.lopez-lopez@sja-catholicchurch.com
Youth Ministry:
Maria Holmes | 503-742-8201
m.holmes@sja-catholicchurch.com
Sunday Child Care: Mary Carroll |
503-757-6675 | mfcarroll23@gmail.com
Website Editor: Felix Barba
f.barba@sja-catholicchurch.com
Admin Council Chair: Barry Brenneke
503-819-7179 | barry_tbb@yahoo.com

Pastoral Council Chair: Tom Fiello
503-209-6644 | tommfiello@gmail.com
School Principal: Mary Haluska
mary.haluska@sja-eagles.com
School Secretary: Lesley Thenell
503-742-8232 |
SJA Cemetery: Gary Avery | 503-655-7148

Calendar and Mass Intentions
Thurs, Sept 15
8:00am Holy Mass (School) - Ervin Welters †
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (10:30 Choir)

Sat, Sept 10
12:30pm Lluvia Lopez Quinceanera
3:30-4:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Anticipated Holy Mass Kevin Bogus †
Sun, Sept 11 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:30am Holy Mass - All Parishioners
9:30am K of C Parish Breakfast, PC
10:15am Little Lambs Catechesis and
Childcare, Pre-school Rm
10:30am Holy Mass - Dylan Kern INT
11:30am Confessions (English)
1:15pm Confessions (Spanish)
1:30pm Holy Mass (Spanish) - Jose Santos †
Mon, Sept 12
8:00am Holy Mass - Marie Hong Tran †
8:30am-8:00pm Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
Tues, Sept 13
5:00am Exodus Men’s Group, YR
8:00am Holy Mass - Albert Lou †
Wed, Sept 14
8:00am Holy Mass - Bob Knox &
Residents of Berry Hill Park INT
4:00pm Choir Rehearsal (8:30 Choir)
6:00pm Cath Deaf Young Adults, Rm 101
6:30pm SEARCH, PC

Fri, Sept 16
Family of Faith Retreat (Offsite)
8:00am Holy Mass - Carolyn Erwin INT
8:45am - 4:00pm Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
Sat, Sept 17
Family of Faith Retreat (Offsite)
3:30-4:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Anticipated Holy Mass Karen Bowers †
Sun, Sept 18 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Family of Faith Retreat (Offsite)
8:30am Holy Mass - All Parishioners
10:15am Little Lambs Catechesis and
Childcare, Pre-school Rm
10:30am Holy Mass - Audrey Delegato †
11:30am Confessions (English)
1:15pm Confessions (Spanish)
1:30pm Holy Mass (Spanish) Christopher Gonzales INT
3:00pm Welcome Cafe Hot Meal, PC

Sacraments and Services
About Baptism Formation: To begin the process, contact Ryan
Mainard, Pastoral Associate: Phone 503-742-8228
Email: r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com. Office needs completed
paperwork 3 weeks before the baptism.
Marriage: Couples that plan to get married, please contact our Parish
Priest for Marriage Formation Classes 9 months prior to the desired
wedding date. (pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com)
Funeral Mass / Service: Please first contact Rev. Maxy D'Costa at
503-742-8200 to plan a funeral service at St. John the Apostle for your
loved one at your earliest convenience. If you would like your loved
one buried in the St. John the Apostle cemetery, please contact Gary
Avery at 503-655-7148 to make those arrangements
Family Member that has moved to assisted living/care facility/
hospice: If you have a family member that has moved to a care
facility, please inform the parish office so we can arrange for pastoral
care and we will note the address in our records.
Assisted Hearing System: We have an assisted listening system to
help facilitate better hearing for all of our members. Contact the office.

FORMED! Connect Now

Online Faith Formation Content

Visit sja-catholicchurch.formed.org to register.

Bulletin Announcements
Bulletin Announcements due on the Friday, nine days before the
Bulletin publication date. bulletin@sja-catholicchurch.com

This week's featured advertiser is:

Everett Hall
at the Hopkins Demonstration Forest
Please support businesses that make this bulletin possible.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry
The St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank continues to provide
support to those less fortunate. Our needs for the week
include Mac and Cheese. Thank you!!

Weekly Offertory
Week of August 14th
Week of August 21st
Week of August 28th
Week of September 4th

$ 10,328.30
$ 12,243.03
$ 7,863.78
$ 8,988.30

Family of Faith

Christian husbands and wives are cooperators in grace and witnesses of faith for
each other, their children…They prudently
help them in the choice of their vocation….
Apostolicam Actuositatem, 11

St. John the Apostle Parish Summer Highlights

Parish Picnic at End of the Oregon Trail

Parish Campout

Everyone's Vacation Bible School

FUNERALS. CREMATIONS AND
MEMORIAL GATHERINGS

503-656-4285

david.bone@hillsidechapelfh.com
DAVID BONE - Funeral Director / Owner
503-656-4644 fax • www.hillsidechapelfh.com
1306 SEVENTH ST. • OREGON CITY, OR 97045

CCB#2510

Hillside Chapel
Since 1895

503-227-2641
www.detemple.com
PLUMBING - HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING - BOILERS

Holman-HankinsBowker & Waud
Helping Families
Connect, Honor & Remember

Catholic Family Owned

656-2661

www.waudsfuneralservice.com
715 7th St. Oregon City

Barbie Lyons
4160 SE International Way
Ste. D207
Milwaukie, OR
Lyonsnwinsurance.com

Owner
Call: 503-616-8983
Office: 503-303-9539
Barbie.Lyons@Lyonsnwinsurance.com

Traeger BBQ’s
Hardware and Feed

Assisted Living and Memory Care
• Non-denominational bible study weekly
• Catholic Communion offered weekly
• Nurse on site everyday
• Nurse Practitioner on site
• Private Pay and Medicaid State Assistance

6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.

503-775-6767

www.wichitafeedandhardware.com

Full Service Law Firm

Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills w Trusts w Estates
Business w Real Estate
Landlords’ Rights

503-655-3337
1153 Molalla Ave. • Oregon City, OR

(503) 255-8795

contact@warrenallen.com
John J. O’Hara - Retired

• Roofing Repairs • Tile • Custom Roofing • Metal Roof
• Gutters & Down Spouts • Replacement of Composition Roof & Shakes
FREE REPLACEMENT ESTIMATES
CCB@164929

503-557-8989
nailitroofing.com

Perfect &
Peaceful
11147
SE 21st Avenue
2236
SE Washington
St. Ste. A
Milwaukie ~ 503-659-2522
www.suewalkerdentistry.com

Carlos García General Manager

503.975.8119

carlosgarcia1901@live.com
P.O. Box 90596
Portland, OR 97290

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

CCB# 182502

OUR HEALTH SERVICES
WE STRIVE TO OFFER
COMPREHENSIVE CARE FOR
YOUR HEALTH JOURNEY.

FAMILY MEDICINE, PEDIATRICS, INTERNAL MEDICINE,
PROCEDURES, & WOMENS HEALTH

21810 Willamette Dr., Ste. #200 • West Linn, OR
503-994-4353 • info@holyfamilyclinic.com

WHOLESALE:
16797 S.E. 130th Ave.,
Clackamas, OR
503-905-4500
RETAIL: 3380 S.E. Powell
503-233-4891

Stobaugh
Construction
Established since 1959

Parish Member Since 1967
ALL PHASES CONSTRUCTION

Cabinets, Remodels, Additions

Cell 503-310-0352

EVERETT
HALL

At the Hopkins
Demonstration Forest

415-200-9006

demonstrationforest.com

Ben & Ingrid Boozer, CCB# 202913

Celebrations of Life - Wedding
Receptions - Reunions
Retreats - Anniversaries - Birthdays

contact@vistatreeservice.biz

Event Facility

(503) 816-9655

John Boozer, ISA Certified Arborist, #SO-5914A

RED BARK INC.
Over 20 Years Experience
No Messy Piles!
• Blended Soil & Playground Chips • Fir • Hemlock
• Compost • Bark Nuggests • Mulch
We provide complete Clean-Up

FREE ESTIMATES • 503-722-5910 • redbarkinc.com

www.lisacsfireplaces.com

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

503-659-1759
503-659-1759
Paul Lisac
Lisac
Paul
Paul Lisac

9035 SE9035
32ndSE
Ave.
• Milwaukie,
OR
32nd
Ave.
Milwaukie,
OR 97222
9035 SE 32nd
Ave.
Milwaukie, OR 97222

(503) 655-5450
herbstflorist@yahoo.com
Herbst Hilltop Florist is a Premier
Florist on BloomNation.

			

NEBBIOLO

Contact Michelle Jacobs
to place an ad today!
mjacobs@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2215
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Restaurant & Wine Bar
Specials, Eat, Drink,
Visit & Book Now
800 Main St.
Oregon City, OR

503-344-6090
Open Tues. - Thurs. 4-6
Fri. & Sat. 4-10

St. John The Apostle, Oregon City, OR

A 4C 05-0486

