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In the hope of heaven, St. John the Apostle is a family focused parish where disciples seek
union with Christ and his Church by knowing God's love through sacraments, prayer, faith

education, fellowship and service.

Do This in Remembrance of Me, Part 65: Fraction

This week, we continue with the meaningful actions that are
happening during the Lamb of God. The Roman Missal
indicates that during the singing or recitation of the Lamb of
God, the priest “takes the host, breaks it over the paten, and
places a small piece in the chalice, saying quietly: ‘May this
mingling of the Body and Blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ bring
eternal life to us who receive it’.”
We call this part of the Mass the
Fraction or the Breaking and the
Commingling. The Catholic
Encyclopedia teaches that, “The
‘Breaking,’ from the Latin,
fractio, is the act of breaking the
bread of the species consecrated
in the Mass” (Catholic
Encyclopedia, p. 226), which is
why the breaking is sometimes called the fracturing rite. “This
rite, which is simple in its appearance, is full of ancient
meaning. At the Last Supper, Jesus ‘broke the bread’ to
distribute to the disciples. After the Resurrection, the disciples
recognized Jesus in the ‘Breaking of the Bread.’ Both in the
Acts of the Apostles and in the letters of St. Paul, the
Eucharistic celebration is often referred to as ‘breaking of the
bread’.” (A Study of the Mass” p. 19). Dr. Edward Sri notes
several Scripture passages regarding “Breaking the Bread,”
including: Mt 14:19; 15:36; Mk 6:41; 8:6; Lk 9:16; Mt 26:26;
Mk 14:22; Lk 22:19; 1 Cor 11:24; Lk 24:30; Acts 2:42, 46 (A
Biblical Walk Through the Mass, pp. 132–33).

A Sign of Unity
“Breaking Bread” is a sign of our unity, together sharing in the
“one loaf.” Although for practicality many churches use
smaller hosts for the distribution of Holy Communion, the
symbolism of the fracturing reminds us that we are united
together in Christ, not only in the Mass where we are but also
with those present at Mass in every time and place. Another

sign of unity is the Church’s direction that, if possible, the
faithful should receive Communion from hosts consecrated at
that particular Mass. We know Christ is truly present and
remains so in the hosts reserved in the tabernacle. Receiving
hosts consecrated in the Mass we are participating in provides
a sign of unity and also strengthens our participation in the
sacrifice of Christ. (Recall from the Old Testament/Temple
times that people were given a portion of the sacrifice, and

their participation was completed
through eating that portion.)

A Symbol of Reality
As mentioned above, after the
initial breaking of the Host, the
priest breaks off a small piece
and places it into the chalice.
This is called the
“Commingling.” As the Diocese
of Peoria explains, “Placing a

piece of the host in the chalice is a very ancient custom dating
back to at least the fourth century. Originally, it was designed
to show unity and communion between the pope, bishops and
their local Churches. Fragments of the host from the Masses
celebrated by the pope or bishop were carried by the deacons
to the local churches and placed into the chalices during the
celebration of the Mass. It symbolized the reality that the
entire [C]hurch is present at every Mass. Even though it is not
practiced as such today, the commingling of the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ remains a beautiful part of the
Communion Rite as it expresses a great reality. When the
consecration takes place, the bread and the wine are
consecrated separately, for this is how our Lord instituted the
memorial sacrifice of His death on the cross. He anticipated
how His death would take place: the separation of His
Body.and Blood and He bled to His death on the cross. The
commingling at this point during the Mass symbolizes the
Resurrectionof Jesus when on the third day His Body and Soul
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Pastors Weekly Reflection: ST. JUSTIN MARTYR ON THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Do This in Remembrance of Me, Part 66: (Cont'd)

Dearest St. John’s family of families,

Peace be with you this season of Easter!

“Jesus Christ is expiation for our sins, and not for our sins only but
for those of the whole world.”

Reflection from the first apology in defense of the Christians by
Saint Justin, martyr (Cap. 66-67: PB 6,
427-431) The celebration of the eucharist.

“No one may share the eucharist with us
unless he believes that what we teach is true,
unless he is washed in the regenerating
waters of baptism for the remission of his
sins, and unless he lives in accordance with
the principles given us by Christ.

We do not consume the eucharistic bread and wine as if it were
ordinary food and drink, for we have been taught that as Jesus
Christ our Savior became a man of flesh and blood by the power of
the Word of God, so also the food that our flesh and blood
assimilate for its nourishment becomes the flesh and blood of the
incarnate Jesus by the power of his own words contained in the
prayer of thanksgiving.

The apostles, in their recollections, which are called gospels,
handed down to us what Jesus commanded them to do. They tell us
that he took bread, gave thanks and said: Do this in memory of me.
This is my body. In the same way he took the cup, he gave thanks
and said: This is my blood. The Lord gave this command to them
alone. Ever since then we have constantly reminded one another of
these things. The rich among us help the poor and we are always
united. For all that we receive we praise the Creator of the universe
through his Son Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit.

On Sunday we have a common assembly of all our members,
whether they live in the city or the outlying districts. The
recollections of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read,
as long as there is time. When the reader has finished, the president
of the assembly speaks to us; he urges everyone to imitate the
examples of virtue we have heard in the readings. Then we all stand
up together and pray. On the conclusion of our prayer, bread and
wine and water are brought forward. The president offers prayers

and gives thanks to the best of his ability, and the people give assent
by saying, “Amen.” The eucharist is distributed, everyone present
communicates, and the deacons take it to those who are absent.

The wealthy, if they wish, may make a contribution, and they
themselves decide the amount. The collection is placed in the
custody of the president, who uses it to help the orphans and

widows and all who for any reason are in
distress, whether because they are sick, in prison,
or away from home. In a word, he takes care of
all who are in need.

We hold our common assembly on Sunday
because it is the first day of the week, the day on
which God put darkness and chaos to flight and
created the world, and because on that same day
our savior Jesus Christ rose from the dead. For

he was crucified on Friday and on Sunday he appeared to his
apostles and disciples and taught them the things that we have
passed on for your consideration.”

Justin Martyr was born near Shechem, Samaria around the year
100. He was raised a pagan and received a good education in
history, poetry, rhetoric, and philosophy. This study of philosophy
led the young Justin to a hunger for truth and knowledge of God,
and he passed through several schools of Greek thought before
settling on Platonism. But even in the philosophy of Plato and
Socrates, he did not find the answers to his questions. These he
ultimately discovered in Christianity, of which he learned in
conversation with an old man who approached him as he walked
alone on the shore. Moved to a love of Scripture and Christian
doctrine by the man’s advice, Justin was soon baptized, likely in
Ephesus. St. Justin Martyr whose feast day is celebrated on June
1st, laid out one of the earliest descriptions of the Mass in his First
Apology, written between 153 and 155 A.D

St. Justin Martyr, pray for us.

Many blessings,

Rev. Maxy D’Costa

Pastor

and Soul were reunited forever” (A Study of the Mass, p.
19).Reminding us that the whole Christ is present in either/both the
Consecrated Host and/or the Chalice, Charles Belmonte writes,
“Some say that the separated species signify the Victim in the state
of death (the body in one place, the blood in another), whereas in
reality our Lord is present in either and in both species, as he is in
heaven, living and glorious. Therefore, the mingling symbolizes the
re-union of Christ’s body and soul as in his resurrection. It is,
however, probable that the mingling must have corresponded to the
dogmatic need to show clearly the unity and indivisibility of the
body and blood of Jesus Christ” (Understanding the Mass, pp. 179–
80).A Sacrament of Unity

As a priest, I really enjoy thinking about the ancient custom of
having the deacon bring a fragment of a host consecrated at Mass
by the bishop. Sometimes after the commingling prayer, I will

silently say a short prayer for the bishop. I ask the Lord to gift him
with wisdom and strength to lead us well. I ask that he be
strengthened through reception of the Eucharist and that his heart
continue to become more like Christ’s. In that moment, this sign of
unity recalls me back to ordination day, when priests promise
respect and obedience to the bishop and his successors. The
Eucharist truly is our sacrament of unity—drawing each of us into
greater unity with Christ and with one another.

All that from the Fraction Rite and Commingling! This rite shows
us very concretely that there are no parts of the Mass without deep
meaning, even gestures that may seem small. Does this mean we
have to pay attention at every moment? Do your best, and realize
that if you wander off, you might miss something really special!.

-Fr. Luke Spannagel



Church Open During The
Week
The church is open Monday - Friday
after 8:00am Mass to 4:00pm for
personal prayer and reflection. Bring
your family and come spend some time with Jesus.

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
During this year of our parish family
Eucharistic Revival, I urge you to come

with your spouse and children and spend time in
Adoration and prayer during our time of Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament on Fridays 8:30am to 4:00pm
and second Mondays from 8:30am to 8:00pm.

Holy Rosary
We pray the holy rosary devotion
after morning Holy Mass Mon-
Thurs.

Why be registered in the parish?
All Catholics regularly participating in
the liturgy are encouraged to register
with their parish community. Simply
attending Mass each week does not make
one a registered member of St. John the Apostle
Parish. It is important that you officially register
(complete a parish registration form) so that when you
require documented information you are more easily
identifiable through our parish records. Registration is
necessary for all Christian formation programs,
marriage preparation and for registering at Catholic
schools in the diocese. Serving in ministry is a
wonderful way to become acquainted with your parish
family and we encourage members to become
involved in ministry. Help us keep our records
current by calling the parish office at (503) 742-8202,
or email office@sja-catholicchurch.com with any
updated information or to get a registration form.
Thank you for your assistance in keeping an accurate
membership database.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry
Our needs for the week include

Jelly

This week's featured advertiser is:
Holman-Hankins-Bowker & Waud Funeral Service
Please support businesses that make this bulletin possible.

Church Located at 410 Center St, Oregon City, Oregon | Office & Mailing Address
417 Washington St Oregon City, OR † 503-742-8200 † www.sja-catholicchurch.com

Daily Mass Time:Monday - Friday 8:00am
Sunday Mass Times: Sat. 5:00pm | Sun. 8:30am, 10:30am, 1:30pm (Spanish)

Little Lamb Childcare: Provided for 10:30am Mass in Pre-K Room
Confessions: Saturday 3:30-4:30pm or by appointment

April 2024 - FOR THE ROLE OF WOMEN
We pray that the dignity and immense value of women be recognized in every culture,
and for the end of discrimination that they experience in different parts of the world.



Sat April 13 Third Sunday of Easter
3:00pm K of C Monthly Directors Mtg, YR
3:30-4:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Anticipated Holy Mass - Holy Souls in
Purgatory

Sun April 14 Third Sunday of Easter
8:30am Holy Mass - All Parishioners
9:30am K of C Parish Breakfast, PC
10:15am Little Lamb’s Catechesis & Childcare, Pre-
School Rm
10:30am Holy Mass - The Chavez Family INT
11:30am Confessions
11:45am Family of Faith Parent Mtg, PC
1:15pm Confessions
1:30pm Holy Mass (Spanish) - Francisco Ramirez †
2:00pm CDA Financial Review Mtg, PC

Mon April 15
8:00am Holy Mass - Residents of the Ridge INT
6:30pm St. John’s Men’s Group, YR

Tues April 16
8:00am Holy Mass - Loretta Matulich INT
6:30pm RCIA Catechumenate, YR

Wed April 17
8:00am Holy Mass
6:30pm SEARCH, PC

Thurs April 18
8:00am Holy Mass (School)
6:30pm K of C Officer Planning Mtg, YR
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (10:30 Choir)

Fri April 19
8:00am Holy Mass - Doris Daiker †
8:45-10:00am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
10:30am Linda Serres Rosary
11:00am Funeral Mass for Linda Serres
12:00-4:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Sat April 20
3:30-4:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Anticipated Holy Mass - Phyllis Welters INT

Sun April 21 Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:30am Holy Mass - All Parishioners
9:15am Children’s Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm
10:15am Little Lamb’s Catechesis & Childcare, Pre-
School Rm
10:30am Holy Mass
11:30am Confessions
11:45am Baptism Formation, YR
1:15pm Confessions Spanish)
1:30pm Holy Mass (Spanish) - Rutilio Lopez Bautista
†
3:00pm Welcome Cafe Hot Meal, PC

Calendar and Mass IntentionsParish & School Staff
Pastor:
Fr. Maxy D’Costa | 503-742-8200
pastor@sja-catholicchurch.com

Deacons: Rev. Mr. José Gutiérrez
| 503-803-0329 |

jg.dynamis@gmail.com
Rev. Mr. James Ladd |

james.ladd@mtangel.edu
Business Manager:
Flora Dole | 503-742-8203
f.dole@sja-catholicchurch.com

Pastoral Associate:
Ryan Mainard | 503-742-8228
r.mainard@sja-catholicchurch.com

Parish Office: office@sja-
catholicchurch.com

Parish Secretary & Bulletin
Editor
Lisandra Mathews | 503-742-8210
l.mathews@sja-catholicchurch.com

Facilities Manager:
Juvenal Jaimes | 503-742-8202

j.juvenal@sja-catholicchurch.com
Spanish Ministry Assistant:
Ma.Luisa Navarro | 503-742-8221
m.luisa-navarro@sja-

catholicchurch.com
Youth Ministry:
Maria Holmes | 503-742-8201
m.holmes@sja-catholicchurch.com

Sunday Child Care:Mary Carroll
503-757-6675 | mfcarroll23@gmail.com

Website Editor: Felix Barba
f.barba@sja-catholicchurch.com

Admin Council Chair: Barry
Brenneke
503-819-7179 | barry_tbb@yahoo.com

Pastoral Council Chair: Contact
parish office
503-742-8200 |

School Principal: Mary Haluska
mary.haluska@sja-eagles.com

SJA Cemetery: Gary Avery |
503-655-7148

Sacraments and Services
For Baptism, First Communion/Reconciliation, Confirmation,
and Holy Matrimony, our process begins with filling out our
Sacramental Inquiry Form. Fr. Maxy will contact you for next
steps. You can find the link to the form at: www.sja-
catholicchurch.com/sacraments
FuneralMass / Service: Please first contact Rev. Maxy D'Costa at
503-742-8200 to plan a funeral service at St. John the Apostle for your
loved one at your earliest convenience. If you would like your loved one
buried in the St. John the Apostle cemetery, please contact Gary Avery at
503-655-7148 to make those arrangements
FamilyMember that hasmoved to assisted living/care facility/
hospice: If you have a family member that has moved to a care facility,
please inform the parish office so we can arrange for pastoral care and we
will note the address in our records.
Assisted Hearing System:We have an assisted listening system to help
facilitate better hearing for all of our members.
Contact the office.
FORMED! Connect Now Online Faith
Formation Content
Visit sja-catholicchurch.formed.org to
register.
Bulletin Announcements
Bulletin Announcements due on the Friday, nine
days before the Bulletin publication date.

Weekly Offertory

Week of March 24th $ 13,366.60
Week of March 31st $ 11,888.77
Week of April 7th $ 13,150.26



FaithDirect Website

A LIVING ROSARY
TO PRAY FOR PEACE
MAY 7, 7:00pm

Organized by the
Catholic Daughters

The Living Rosary will be formed by
one person representing each bead
and reciting that prayer. We need a
total of 61 people. Your entire family
is encouraged to participate.
Children need to be able to recite the
prayer for the bead they represent.
Please call Judy Peitz at
503-655-7977 so she can assign as
many positions as possible in
advance. We are asking Our Lady of
Fatima to bring peace to the world.
LET'S FILL THE CHURCH!
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Hillside Chapel
FUNERALS. CREMATIONS AND

MEMORIAL GATHERINGS

503-656-4285
david.bone@hillsidechapelfh.com

DAVID BONE - Funeral Director / Owner
503-656-4644 fax • www.hillsidechapelfh.com

1306 SEVENTH ST. • OREGON CITY, OR 97045

Holman-Hankins-
Bowker & Waud

Helping Families
Connect, Honor & Remember

Catholic Family Owned
656-2661

www.waudsfuneralservice.com
715 7th St. Oregon City

Hardware and Feed
6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.

503-775-6767
www.wichitafeedandhardware.com

Traeger BBQ’s

• Roofing Repairs • Tile • Custom Roofing • Metal Roof
• Gutters & Down Spouts • Replacement of Composition Roof & Shakes

 FREE REPLACEMENT ESTIMATES 503-557-8989 
 CCB@164929 nailitroofing.com

RED BARK INC.
Over 20 Years Experience 

No Messy Piles!

• Blended Soil & Playground Chips • Fir • Hemlock 
• Compost • Bark Nuggests  • Mulch

We provide complete Clean-Up

FREE  ESTIMATES • 503-722-5910 • redbarkinc.com

Stobaugh
Construction

Established since 1959

Parish Member Since 1967

ALL PHASES CONSTRUCTION

Cabinets, Remodels, Additions

Cell 503-310-0352

2236 SE Washington St. Ste. A

Milwaukie ~ 503-659-2522

www.suewalkerdentistry.com

11147 SE 21st Avenue

Ben & Ingrid Boozer, CCB# 202913 

 (503) 816-9655 
contact@vistatreeservice.biz

John Boozer, ISA Certified Arborist, #SO-5914A

www.lisacsfireplaces.com
503-659-1759

Paul Lisac

9035 SE 32nd Ave. • Milwaukie, OR

Full Service Law Firm
Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills w Trusts w Estates
Business w Real Estate

Landlords’ Rights
(503) 255-8795

contact@warrenallen.com
John J. O’Hara - Retired

4160 SE International Way
Ste. D207
Milwaukie, OR
Lyonsnwinsurance.com

Barbie Lyons
Owner
Call: 503-616-8983
Office: 503-303-9539
Barbie.Lyons@Lyonsnwinsurance.com

Carlos García General Manager
503.975.8119

carlosgarcia1901@live.com
P.O. Box 90596

Portland, OR 97290 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured           CCB# 182502

 

(503) 655-5450
herbstflorist@yahoo.com

Herbst Hilltop Florist is a Premier
Florist on BloomNation.

NEBBIOLO
Restaurant & Wine Bar

Specials, Eat, Drink,
Visit & Book Now

800 Main St.
Oregon City, OR

503-344-6090
Open Tues. - Thurs. 4-6 

Fri. & Sat. 4-10

OREGON CITY
1625 BEAVERCREEK RD

503-657-1235

High-Quality Dental Care
Unique Patient Experience

602 Monroe St.
Oregon City, OR

503-656-8250
ocfamilydentistry.net

1678 S Beavercreek Rd. Oregon City, OR    (503) 657-5553

Please present this coupon
for $7 off 2 meals and 2 beverages !

Oregon

CatholicMatch.com/OR

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  

Kelly Day
 

kday@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2115

The Best of Traditional
Beef Noodle Soups

4607 SE Boardman Ave.
Milwaukie OR 97267
Phone: 503-303-5442

Phở Gia


